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Midd. ff. Ad General. Quarterial. Seſſionem Pacis Drenins Regis tent. pro Com. Midd. apud Hicks-hall 
in St. John-ſtreet in Com. predif. die Veneris prox. poſt Feſtum Epiphanie ſeil. tertio decimo 


die Januarii, Anno Regni Regis Caroli Secundinunc Angliz, &c. triceſimo tertio. | 6 #%;' 


Hereas at a Seſſions held for this County the 22th day of December laſt, in obedience to his 
Majeſties Command in Council, it was Ordered, That the Conſtables, Headboroughs, 


Tything-men, Churchwardens, and Overſeers of the Poor, of every Pariſh and Precin& 
within this County, ſhould the firſt day of this Quarter Seffions make a Returnto this Court, of the Chri- 
ſtian and Surname of Preachers in Conventicles, and the moſt conſiderable Perſons who frequent the ſame, 
to the intent they might be Convicted according to Law. To which Order obedience was given by 
many of the ſaid Officers ; but others appearing in Court did contemn their Authority, for which con- 
tempt ſeveral Fines were- by the Court ſet upon them. And whereas this Court hath thought fit to 
make another Order to the ſame end and purpoſe, and hath given the faid Officers time to make their 
Return upon it, the firſt day of the next Quarter Seſſions, that the Juſtices ſhall fir ar Hicks-Hall, which 
mild way of Proceedings this Court hopes will prevail upon the Minds of all ſober Perſons, both Preach- 
ers and Hearers in Conventicles, to avoid all Occaſions which may induce this Court to inflict ſuch Pe- 
nalties upon them, as by Law are appointed to ſuch Offenders, eſpecially when their Conſciences ſhall 
be awakened to conſider, that theſe Conventicles and publick Meetings, if not timely ſuppreſſed, wall 
not only endanger the Monarchy, but keep up that Diviſion in this Kingdom, which in all probabili- 
ty will deſtroy both Church and State. This is the Opinion of this Courr, and of the Juſtices with 

whom his Majeſty hath been pleaſed to intruſt the Peace of this County,which makes them not fit ſtill, 
; and ſuffer a few obſtinate Pertons rather by Noiſe than Number to diſturb-the Peace of it, and bring 
ruin upon it. They doeſteem it a Duty incumbent upon them to ule all lawful Expedients, which 
may beget Union amongſt his Majeſties Subje&s. It is therefore by this Court deſired, that the Lord 
Bilhop of London will pleaſe (by ſuch Methods as in his Wiſdom he ſhall conceive moſt conducible to 
the end, ) to dire& tholg@fhcers which are under his Lordſhips Juriſdiftiogaazo uſe their utmoſt Dili- 
gence, that all ſuch perſamay be Excommunicated, who ſhall commit Crimes deſerving that Eccleſi- 
aſtical Cenſure, And to the intent all his Majeſties Subjze&s may know what Inconveniencies do attend 
that puniſhment, this Court thinks fit to publiſh, that no Excommunicated perſon may be a Wiitnels, 
or Returned upon Juries, or ſue for any Debts, but that the Debtor may plead Excommunication in a- 
| batement to the Action. And this Court deſires that the Lord Biſhop will pleaſe to direR, that ſuch 
 Excommunications may be publiſhed in the Pariſh-Church, where the. Perſons Excommunicated lives, 

that fo the People may take notice of it. And for the further promoting of the Union of his Majeſties 
Proteſtant Subje&s, It is Ordered by this Court, that the Juſtices of the Peace in their ſeveral Diviſi- 

ons, take care that the Statutes of 1® Elis. and 3" Jac. be put in due execution, for levying of one Shilling : 
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Hereas at a Seſſions held for this County the 22th day of December laſt, in obedience to his 

Majeſties Command in Council, it was Ordered, That the Conſtables, Headboroughs, 
Tything-men, Churchwardens, and Overſeers of the Poor, of every Pariſh and Precin& 
within this County, ſhould the firſt day of this Quarter Seffions make a Return to this Court, of the Chri- 
ſtian and Surname of Preachers in Conventicles, and the moſt conſiderable Perſons who frequent the lame, 
to the intent they might be Convicted according to Law. To which Order obedience was given by 
many of the ſaid Officers ; but others appearing in Court did contemn their Authority, for which con- 
tempt ſeveral Fines were by the Court ſet upon them. And whereas this Court hath thought fit to 
make another Order to the ſame end and purpoſe, and hath given the ſaid Officers time to make their 
Return upon it, the firſt day of the next Quarter Selſions,that the Juſtices ſhall fir at Hicks-Hall, which 
mild way of Proceedings this Court hopes will prevail upon the Minds of all fober Perſons, both Preach- 
ers and Hearers in Onion to avoid all Occaſions which may induce this Court to infli& ſuch Pe- 
nalties upon them, as by Law are appointed to ſuch Offenders, eſpecially when their Conſciences ſhall 
be awakened to conſider, that theſe Conventicles arid publick Meetings, if not timely ſuppreſſed, will 
not only endanger the Monarchy, but keep up that Diviſion in this Kingdom, which in all probabili- | 
ty will deſtroy both Church and State. This is the Opinion of this Court, and of the Juſtices with 
whom his Majeſty hath been pleaſed to intruſt the Peace of this County,which makes them not, fit ſtill, 
, and ſuffer a few obſtinate Pertons rather by Noiſe than Number to diſturb the Peace of ir, and bring 
ruin upon it. They do eſteem it a Duty incumbent upon them to uſe all lawful Expedients, which 
may beget Union amongſt his Majeſties Subjes. It is therefore by this Court deſired, that the Lord 
Biſhop of London will pleaſe (by ſuch Methods as in his Wiſdom he ſhall conceive moſt conducible to = 
the end, ) to dire&t thole@fhcers which are under his Lordſhips Juriſditiogzzo ule their utmoſt Dili- 
-gence, that all ſuch perſanwlmay be Excommunicated, who ſhall commit Crimes deſerving that Eccleſi- 
aſtical Cenſure, And to the intent all his Majeſties Subjzets may know what Inconveniencies do attend 
that puniſhment, this Court thinks fit to publiſh, that no Excommunicated perſon may be a Witneſs, 
or Returned upon Juries, or ſue for any Debts, but that the Debtor may plead Excommunication in a- 
batement to the Action. And this Court defires that the Lord Biſhop will pleaſe to dire&, that ſuch 
Excommunications may be publiſhed in the Pariſh-Church, where the. Perſons Excommunicated lives, - 
that fo the People may take notice of it, And for the further promoting of the Union of his Majelſties 
Proteſtant Subje&s, It is Ordered by this Court, that the Juſtices of the Peace in their ſeveral Diviſi- 
ons, take care that the Statutes of 1* Elig. and 3* Fac. be put in due execution,for levying of one Shilling 
- upon thoſe perſons who ſhall not repair to their Pariſh, or ſome other Church or Chappel, according 
to the ſaid Statutes, to hear Divine Service and Sermons ; which Shilling 1s to be applied tothe Reliet of 
| the Poor, which are very numerous in this County. It is therefore hoped by this Court , that this 
Pious and Charitable Work will not be negle&ed by thoſe, who according to their LUuties ought to 
have a Care of it, and that the Juſtices will trequently meet in their ſeveral Diviſions to that End. 


Per Cur. 


by 


Adderley. 
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